THE LAST MOTOR RACE OF THE EMPIRE

The Third Baltic Automobile and Aero Club
Competition for the Grand Duchess Victoria Feodorovna Prize

Tallinn 2014



ey

B e BT
ke ) AL
Texumuecrass kontopa RARNSD WIARD.

MockBa.

C.-IleTepOypre.

3 . Of:
Ponmanka, 8. M é2. ¥ HAuceasnvttt nep., 8. Dorvnure. X
) | it o7

MOTOPL-LOJ JCEY 5l

BENOCWUNEA b _,|

o

(<2

x!x!VZXIY’(YYXIYYYVXx!Y!!XI!!XX!VXIIYZYY
5,

Hpu srows pexocunent maxoaures ABuraTelb 0K0I0 1'/2 JOMAJMHEND CHIb.

o B3 H A

Berocnnexs en gomapayn . . . . . . . . . . . . Py6. 1350.—
Biies Bexocunena cnh jgBuraresems okoao 17 myiops. .

Pasmbp sl

Jauma meaoennega . . . . . o . . . 2 merpa 25 cyerp.
Mupuna > . . . . . .. 2 g : .1 merps 25 >
Beicora > = ¥ < ‘ .. 1 » 25

Text and desigrnRene Levoll
ISBN 978994938-060-2
CopyightE 2014 Rene Levol
Estonian Old Technics Museum Foundation



CONTENTS

CONTENTS oo e,
FOREWORD ..ot
The Bdtic Automobile and Aero Club..............cooeeiiiieene.
Rules of the race...........ouuiiiiiiiiiiec e
Day 1: 11/24 JUlY......cooeeiiiiiiie e
The evening of the previous day, July 10/23..........cccceviiiinnnnnn,
The Morning of the first day of the Victoria Race 21.................
Day 2: 12/25 July 28.......cooeiiiiiiii i
ON the SAME daY.....uvuiiiiii e
Day 3: 13/26 JUIY.....coeeeeeii e
ONthe SAME daY....cociiiiiiiiiee e s e e
Day 4: 14127 JUlY......cooovviiiiiiiiiieeeeec e
ONthe SAME daAY....civiiiiiiiiee e e
Day 5: 15/28 JUIY.....cooveeiii e
ON the SAME daY....cvuiiiiirii e
Day 6: 16/29 JUIY.......coovviiiaeeiiiiiiie e eeee e
ONthe SAME QA .. .cueiii i e eens
Day 7: 17/30 JUIY..... i
ON the SAME daY.....vuiiiiiiir e s
Day 8: 18/31 JUIY....uiiiieiiie e
ONthe SAME daAY....cieiiiiieiiic e eeens
19 JUly/ L AUQUSL....cooeiiiiii
CONCLUSION ...ouiiieee e e
Additional notes and references...........cccceeeeeeiiieeeieeeen.
References of photos and illustrations.........c.....ccccevunn....
References of PhOtaS........ocvviiiiiiiiiii e
References of illustrations.........c.coovviiiiii e
List of former and present place names..........cccevemeennnn..
INAEX Of NAMES ... oot
ACVEIISEMENTS.. ..o iivieeeiie e e e e e eeaa e eees



g

Texnuuecrkan konropa Kapar Hlnans.

S<PaeToHB" ua 4 naccammposs.

IL 3 H BL

+DaeToHb" 5 2 cupbuianu p1a 4 NACCAKAPOBD, Cb 4—D CHIb-
HBIN'G JBATTEIeNb, 4 KOIeCH ©h MACCABHULINA PESHHOBHIMEH I1IIEHAMA

wooHAPAME . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Py6 2750.—
JoGasounoe emybuie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Pg6. 40—
Mo mexamiio jocraiiio cHEMalOuiiica Jerkii sepss sa . . . Pyd. 8§.—
HIA  KOKAHABE O0OHTHHE CYRHOND WOAY-BEPXD #  (apTykb. Kawh mo-

K43a10 BHIE 34 sowow o' ow w4 % s o 8omoa s s s PY0: 19—
Bhen korsekn ¢ ABArATCIONTs 0KOIO 52 NYAOBD.
Pas3ybp e
Jamma woascsn, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3 verpa 30 cuerp.

Mupnua = Bow % 9 W K% G % &% % G sliMeTpe 7O, ¥
Bricora > 03B BEPXE. o & « 4 oW s s e owowowdl 2 80 3
[Mupuna kozen . i Pl . d > 85 3

V3

<




FOREWORD

The history ofthe car in the Russian Empire began in 1891 when Vasily Navorotsky,
the editor and publisher of ti@desskiy Listokewspaper brought a Benz automobile
equipped with a combustion engine from France to Odedsaall probability, this was
a Benz Patertlotorwagen Model 3. The next vehicle was ordered to Moscow in 1894,
also from the company of Karl Benz; this was a Benz Velo.

In 1895, the motocar also arrived in St. Petersburg, the capital: on 22 April Mr Elias
Zelionyi ordered a fouseater 4P Benz Phaeton car from Germany. The vehicle was
then sold to Mr Zhergulev, an architect, who organized a demonstration drive for the
public in the Field of Mars in August.

In Estonia the horseless carriage was first presented to the public on 23 AR@fust 1
in Telliskopli Street in Tallinn. The vehicle was brought to Estonia by the merchant
John Sch¢mann, and it was another Benz
vehicle was purchased by a landlord from the Tallinn region. Evidence exists ¢hat thi
might have been Helmut Karl von Lilienfeld, the owner of Kehtna Manor

In August 1896, the Board of the District of Kiev of the Ministry of Roads ordered a
4.5HP Panhard et Levassor car from France. Later, this vehicle was given to the
District of Vilno, where it became the company car of the road engineer Mazhevsky. He
was responsible for the section of road

Reports of the first car in Riga date back to September 1898, when a Mr. B. had
recently received wehicle ordered from Parisinfortunately the name of the purchaser
is not known but there is reason to believe that it was Heinrich Berg, a member of the
bicycle club Uniorf.

Hugo Hermann Mayer, the official representatiféhe Benz Company, sbthe first
car at an exhibition in Riga in June 1899. Once again, it was a Benz Velo, bought by a
Riga citizen.

In subsequent years, the number of motor vehicles increased in geometric
progression. By the end of 1914, the number of cars in TsaristeRuas about 15,000
3 but it should be noted that by the autumn of the same year, a significant proportion of
the vehicles had been requisitioned for military purposes.

Officially, the first motor race in Russia was held on Volhonskoye highway on 11
October 1898. It was hosted by the St. Petersburg Cycling Society. Of the fourteen
vehicles initially registered, seven actually started. The winner, Pavel Belyayev in his
Cl ®me nt -wheeled Franchevehicle, covered the distance of 39 versts (1=verst
1.067 km) in 1 hour 33 minutes 36 seconds, an average speed of 27.3 km/h. Only one
four-wheeledvehicle participated in the race.

This story was first inspired by Johanr
Estoni an Nat i oniank, takdn of thesaardrace whioh started in Tartu in
1914. All of a sudden, an account of a race became juxtaposed with the political
situation as this escalated in the lastywee week, making an exciting story with an
apocalyptic subtext.

Tallinn, 2014 Rene Levoll M. Sc.
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The Baltic Automobile and Aero Club

Before the First World War, the Baltic Automobile and Aero Cl@al{jscher
Automobit und AereClub, or BAAC), founded in 1910 in Riga, was one of the best
known automobile clubs in the Baltic countries. It was considered an elite organization,
the vast majority of its membership comprising Baltic German Nobility.

It should be noted, however, that theaitui on was compl etely c
aerial section. The chairman of the section was Eugen Feitelberg, a Jewish entrepreneu
and engineer, and the leading figure in its activities was an Estonian engineer, Theodor
Kalep, the directorand emvnerd t he 6 Mot or 6 Factory ope
pilots was internationally varied: Russian Vladimir Shljusarenko, Italian Paolo
Martoglio and Estonian Theodor Meybaum.

In his factory, Kal ep succeeded iearly mak
as in the first half of 1910 two aeroplanes were built; their flying was demonstrated at
Rig? Hippodrome in July of the same year. By the end of the year four planes had taken
off *.

The Honorary President of the Bali
Automobile and Aero Clulvas Grand
Duke Cyril Vladimirovich, and the
chairman of the club was Prince Roy
Marshal Nikolai Kropotkin, Vice
Governor of Courland and Livonia ar
Grand Master of Court Ceremonies

At the time, BAAC was one of th
few clubs that hostedniernational
competitions crossing national borde
The besknown of these were th
motor races organized by the club 1
the prize named in honour of the Gra
Duchess Victoria Feodorovna, wife
Cyril Vladimirovich. It could be notec
that she, a priress by birth, got he
first name in honour of he
grandmother Victoria, Queen of &  photo1. Grand Duchess Victoria
United Kingdom of Great Britain an  Fagdorovna
Ireland.

The first Victoria race was organized in collaboration withvesal German
automobile clubs fron6 to 9 (0.S./ 19 to 22 (N.S.)September on the route
K° ni g-BEdvie-D g n a BPskovRiga. The distance was 1,034 km; 22 cars
participated (of which twelve belonged to BAAT)

The second race for the Grand Duchégdoria Feodorovna Prize was held in 1913.
The race was organized in collaboration with the Royal Swedish Automobile Club
(Kungliga AutomobiKlubben Sverige and took place in Sweden. Frdts June to 1
July (O.S.) /8 to 14 July(N.Y.) a tour was maden the roads of Sweden starting and
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ending in Stockholm. The total length the route was 976 km. In addition, an uphill
contest was held near MariefrédA total of 27 cars participated. To transport the cars
to and from Sweden, the club had hired tteam shipsOdinand¥ t e rs e n

The organisation of the thindice in the summer of 1914 was problematic due to the
complex political situation in Europe. /28 June Archduke Franz Ferdinand (1863
1914) and his wife, the Duchess von Hohenberg (4888!) had been assassinated in
Sarajevo; the murderer was a young Bosnian Serb. The press began campaigning again:
Serbia, which led to murders and havoc on a number of occasidifferent cities. The
real reason for escalating the conflict was tharddas some circles in Germany and
Austria to change the geopolitical situation in the Balkans.

As a topic in automobile history is being discussed here, it must be noted that as often
happens with historical events, mysterious legends also existhindegical history.
The assassination of Franz Ferdinand was carried out while the Archduke and his wife
were travelling byc a r . It was a model c a’marefdctu@d 2 f
in Austria in 1908. Thi s dhanrquitevashorttpdriedr e a
after the assassination a further eleven people died in this car under various
circumstances, making the total number of victims thirteen. Today this fatal car can be
found in the Museum of Military History of Austria.

SO

Photo2. Gr & f  &opget Rhdeton Typ 28/32 HP 1908. A few moments befor
assassination; Archduke Franz Ferdinand and the Duchess tdieirgseats in the car.

It was decided that the third Victoria Race would be held on the roads of the Baltic
Provinces.



The whole journey (1066.5 versts) was divided into six stdgés'?

1. Tartu Alatskivii Tartu (86 versts)

2. Raadi Olustveré Viljandii Abjai TihemetsaP 2 r (h88 1/4 versts)

3. R FaageperdSangaste (163 versts)
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5.JaungulberieCesvainél r gLN i e | WKthstpils€231 versts) .

6. Krustpils Neretd U r b éKugnené SkaistkalnéBauskdR u n d Bl &elgava
Riia (243 versts)
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According to various documents a total of 28igkds signed up for the 1914 race: 27

cars and one motorbiké** These were:

| The Organising Committee of the Race

Name Home Place Make of the vehicleHP

1. | Count Alexancer Shuvalov Nereta Benz 39/100 HP

2. | PrinceNikolai Kropotkin Sigulda Benz 33/75 HP

3. | engineelEugenFeitelberg Riga Opel 33/60 HP

4. | BaronBoris von Korff Krustpils Benz 29/55 HP

5. | Leopold von Wahl Lustivere Mercedes 18/50 HP

II Competing vehicles

6. |[Her mann von Br|Rucka Opel 8/20 HP

7. | BaronEgon von Wolff Vecgulbene Benz 8/20. HP

8. | Nikolai Koch Vohnja Benz 10/30 HP

9. | Re n ® TransaemeRoseneck Jaungulbene | Opel 30 HP

10. | Count Ermes Berg Sangaste Minerva 9/20 HP

11. | BaronCarlos von Lieven Mercendarbe | Benz 12/30 HP

12. | BaronAlexanderSchoultzvon | L i e z Ur e| Studebacker 13/25 HP
Ascheraden

13. | BaronFranz von Hahn Ur ber gel|Benz16/40 HP

14. | BaronAlfred von Schilling Pada Benz 16/40 HP

15. | Count Ermes Berg Sangaste Mercedes Knight 16/40 HF

16. | Arvedvon TranseheRoseneck | ON i Panhare_evassor 19/55 HH

17. | Grand Duke Cyril Vladimirovich| St.Petersburg | Panhard_evassor Q t

18. | insener Vladimir Kreissler Riga Benz 33/75 HP

19. | Count Wladimir von St. Petersburg | Opel 65 HP
Buxhoeveden

20. | BaronFelix von Mengden St. Petersburg | Benz 39/100 HP

Il Vehicles participating outside the contest

21. | Nikolai Zvegintsov Riga RusseBalt 24/40 HP

22. | BaronNikolai von Wrangell Riga LorraineDietrich 18/24 HP

23. | Woldemar von Knorring St. Petersburg | MiesseBruxelles 20/3Q

24. | Heinrich von Stryk Taagepera Mercedes 10/25 HP

25. | Alfred von Stryk K»pu Benz 10/30 HP

26. | BaronCarl Stael von Holstein | Tsooru Benz 10/20 HP

27. | Woldemar von Wulf Gaujiena Mercedesknight 16/40 HP

28. | Theodor von Heine Riga Hendersor8 HP,motor-
cycle

In reality there wersome deviations from the above list. Some of the vehicles which
signed up did not take part in the race. For example, Count Berg was registered as
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travelling in two carsi a Mercedes and a Minerva; the final choice was made in favour
of his Mercedes Knigt. This vehicle had a free flap or vane motor, which was a novel
engineering achievement for the time. This type of engine was produced in Europe
under the patent of the American engineer Charles Yale Knight {1B63).

There is neevidence that Wokimar von Wulf and heodor Heine, who were both on
the list, actually participated in the race. However, it can be seen in the surviving
photographs that, in addition to the registered vehicles, Reinhold von Liphart in an Opel
and Count Ernst von Manteuffiel a Mercedes took part in at least the first stage of the
race. Also, Gaston von TranseReseneck and his runabout with Benz 14/30 HP
bodywork can be seen among the guests in the yard of Raadi Manor.

Some of the vehicles dropped off the list of cetipy cars during the race, and
continued outside the race (Hahn, Br ¢ mm
organising committee, the vehicles of Shuvalov, Feitelberg and Korff thadehole
journey.

Rules of the race®®

The third Vit ori a Race was a c¢club race. Clu
bodywork and at least four seats were allowed to participate. The car was allowed to be
driven by the owner, his or her driver or any other member of the club who had signed
up on the staridt. All the passengers in the car had to be BAAC members, except their
spouses and children.

According to their power and weight the vehicles were broken down into five
categories, and an average hourly speed was calculated for each categoryohesateg
1 to 5 the respective calculated speeds were 40, 36, 32, 28 and 24 versts per hour. Eac
car participating in the competition had to complete the current phase within the
specified time period. Stoppages were penalised with five penalty points grgrasy
minutes of delay.

Breakdowns on the road and dealing with them did not bring about penalty points, but
the driver had to take into account the loss of time.

In addition to the general competition there was a contest between tyre compednies a
a oneverst hillclimb. Participants in the tyre company contest were required to use the
same tyres and inner tubes for the whole race. Depending on the problem encounterec
(whether air was added by pumping, whether a tyre, wheel or wheel rim was
repdaced) different penalty points were prescribed in the range f.0.1

In the uphill competition the speed for each car with-eylthder engine was
calculatedaccording to the formula:

b= 32d2e ¥ 7 430 —
100

(v - speed, d diameter of the cylinder in centimetres, stroke, k- weight of the car in
poods(approximately 36 pounds).
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A faster drive gave one plus point per 100 metres; a slower drive gave one penalty
point per 100 metres. Vehicles powered by Knight (sleeve valve) engines got 10 per
cent bonus points. Iniliclimbs the cars were not allowed to be more than one pood
(=16.38 kg)heavier than at the start of the drive in Tartu.

The attendance fee for vehicles participating in the competition was 50 roubles; for
the cars patrticipating outside the competititO0 roubles. Every passenger had to pay
an extra 15 roubles. In addition there was adifble fee for catering at the places of
accommodation, while the fee did not include the cost of alcoholic beverages and
gratuities.

At the end of the race, inddition to winning awards, every car participating in the
race received an artistically decorated bronze memorial plaque to be attached to the
carbés bodywor k; each participant got a
winning car received an expsne gift.

12



Day 1: 11/24 July

TartwAlatskivi-Tartu (86 versts)

The race began on a beautiful sunny day, a Friday. The 12 July issue of the daily
paperMeie Aastasada/r ot e : AA peculiar disquiet col
the ealy hours: in anxious anticipation, peopdee looking round at every roar or a
signal of a passing car ... The city guards wearing full dress uniforms, white gloves and
medals, the ones standing in the streets of the city centre and even carrying gmall fla
are listening to and following attentively, a hand cupped to the ear, the orders of their
immediate foremen, the division supervisors. A great number of policemen have been
sent to the streets today. City guards, division supervisors, bailiffs and#isetant$
even the Chief of Police himself has been seen a few times rushing through the city in a
car. By the time the train arrived from St Petersburg, a large number of spectators had
gat her ed i n front of t he s t agh iwbich tha n d
d)i stinguished guests were to travel .o

Opsess. Boxsaxs.

on 1914. A postcaR).

Tartu Railw

It was pointed out in the newspaper that, while it \
a common occurrence for trains to be late, this
arrived precisely on time, at 9:34. Gdaibuke Cyril
Vladimirovich and his wife Grand Duchess Victol
Feodorovna stepped out of the saloon carriage of
train onto the platform of Tartu railway station. T
high-ranking visitors were greeted by Nikol
Zvegintzov, the Governor of Livonia, whtad arrived
from Riga on the night train; Prince Kropotkin, Dept £
Governor and the president of Baltic Automobile ¢ |
Aero Club, who had arrived in Tartu in his car; Cor |
Shuvalov, the Master of Court Ceremonies; Victor \ ==
Grewingk, Mayor of Tartu; Klkatshev, the police chie® =
Reinhold von Liphart, the host of the opening day of = es
race, and his veife; and several otherp mengq]berg of Photo_3. Viktor von
club participating in the race. Grewingk(18541931).

13



Three bouquets of flowers were peated to the Grand Duchess at her arrival; they
were given by the police chief Klokatshev, Prince Kropotkin and Mayor von Grewingk.

Meie Aastasadaontinues:i Two gates of honour had b
Maar jam»i sa Str eet , hesremd tigsf Also the pagsage mdahe b r
street from the Valga end of the railway station, the point where thedniding guests
descended, hableen decorated with plenty of ornate branches. Outside the passage, a
car was awaiting the Grand Duke Cyril Viagrovich and the Grand Duchess Victoria
Feodorovna; behind it the car of Count R

After a brief welcome ceremony, the procession of cars moved through the city, the
streets of which were adorned with flags ttve occasion of the important event, to
Raadi Manor. That was the starting point of the third Victoria Race.

The day happened to be perfect: it was warm and the sky was quite clear. Fhe well
known phot ogr apukee(18921908h lzad beensinvifed td the manor to
record the beginning of the event. From the shadows visible in the photos it can be
concluded that they were taken at about 1 pm, or immediately before the first phase of
the race started.

14
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Photo 5.Group photo taken on the staircase of the manor. From left, Olga
Kreutz, Mary Ernestine von Liphart and Elisabeth Buxhoeveden, sitting o
first stair; Ernst Gotthard von Manteuffel and Reinhold von Liphart stanc
Lilli von Wahl and Maria von Brasclsitting on the middle stair. Yioria
Fjodorovna,Cyril Vladimirovich Karin Erika Edda von Transekeoseneck anu
Anna Mathilde von Liphart sitting on the upper stair. Paul Gaston von Tran:
Rosenec standing at the back, Elisabeth Hoynistdi@ene sitting o a chair next
to him.

15



As the Grand Dukeds Panhard et Levassol
stage had to be postponed a couple of hours; so, over the first half of the day, the
participants in the race got to know each other. The foend it exciting to explore
each otherdos vehicles and their parts.

It was the third time the Grand Duke would participate in the Victoria Race in his
Panhard et Levassor, powered by eh6@sepower engine.

—

Photo6. The Gr and Duk e 6ssor @ alR. Cwril \dadirairovicl is at th
wheel, beside him Victoria Feodorovna; Karl Lieven is on the back seat. On the
engineer Eugen Feitelberg, the organizer of the race, is giving explanations; behir
Reinhold von Liphart, his wife Anna addughter Mary are standing. The man witt
hat behind Mary is Edgar Anton Terrepson, privatdozent at the University of Te
Nikolai Kropotkin is walking on; the three ladies in white dress in front of the
behind Berg are Irene von Korff, Karin ika Edda von TranseHRoseneck an
Elisabeth Huenddoyningen. On the right of the manor servant Nikolai Wrangell tal
is pictures. On the left side of the photo next to a Raadi Manor servant, Wle
Buxhoeveden istanding with a camera badyehind then Gaston von Transeht
Roseneckébés Benz. 14/ 30 HP runabout

The Grand Duke Cyril Vladimirovich (1878938) was a cousin of Nicholas Il and
served in the Guard crews, the naval division of the Imperial Guards. His marriage to
Victoriain 1905 caused agrat s candal in the Czards f a
Victoria Melita of SaxeCoburg and Gotha (1878236) had previously been married to
Grand Duke Ernst Ludwig, who wa brother of the Czarina Alexdra Feodorovna. In
addition, Cyril and Victaa were comparatively close relatives, and, to top it all,
Victoria was unwilling to give ugher Anglican faithfor the Russian Orthodox one.
Since the marriage did not meet with the approval of the Emperor Nicholas II, Cyril lost
all his rights as a membef the Imperial family. He and Victoria moved to Paris, where
they had two daughters: Maria and Kira. It was only in 1907, when Victoria joined the
Orthodox Church, that Nicholas Il eventually recognized their marriage, granted
Victoria the title of Grad Duchess. After two more years, Cyril regained Imperial
family membership rights.

16



Prince Karl Lieven (1880941) from St. Petersburg, who was a naval lieutenant in
the Grand Dukeds service, was the passe
car . The Lievens are an old aristocratic family, who, according to tradition, are
descended from the Livonian elder Kaupo. In the eighteenth century, the Lievens
diverged into two major branches, one of whom were barons, the other princes.

The enginer Feitelberg, organizer of the race, had to do a lot of explaining of the
rules and all kinds of details of the race. Eugen Feitelberg {2B&&s the son of
Moritz Feitelberg (1834), the wellknown Jewish businessman, a merchant belonging
in the FirstGuild of the city of Riga, and owner of a reputable department store. Eugen
was one of the first car dealers in Riga. In 1907, he became the representative of the
German company Cyklon Maschinenfabrik. The company produced-wiesed
vehicles to an oginal design, which were named Cyklonette. In the same year, 1907, he
won a silver medal at the car exhibition in St. Petersburg with it, and started a taxi
service in Riga using these wonder vehicles. The taxi rank was across the road from the
current Rig Opera Theatre, in front of Hotel Roma.

From 1907 onwards Feitelberg participated in various motor races, was a board
member of the auto section of the Union Cycling Club, a founder of the Automobile
Club of Riga in 1908, and two years later alsoumtter and board member of BAAC.

In 1908, he founded an eponymao ‘
department store, which, in addition
Cyklon, represented companies such
Diatto-A.Clement, Humber, Benz, Pip:

Gaggenau, and Lauriklement. It was alsc . ;
possible to purchase motordis, and, from E‘:§,§;‘s,ﬁ_“f'ﬁf?e{,ggiéuﬁ:ﬁa’

|
|
1910 onwards, aeroplanes. In 19 fiutomobile, JVeotorboote, fReraplane, {
J

|

Aatomobilhaus

Feitelberg organi z sowic Zubehdr und Bestandtelle
demonstration flights in Livonia, and als

travelled as a passenger himself. An advertisement
addition to all this, Feitelberg was a boz emporium.

member of the society of Riga Zoo.

In 1908, he founded an eponymous department store, which, in addition to Cyklon,
represented companies such as DiAt®©lement, Humber, Benz, Pipe, Gaggenau, and
Laurin-Klement. It was also possibte purchase motor boats, and, from 1910 onwards,
aeropl anes. In 1911 Feitelberg organi ze
Livonia, and also travelled as a passenger himself. In addition to all this, Feitelberg was
a board member of the sociatlyRiga Zoo.

To mention some Tartumaa County citizens, Maria von Brasch (born Knorring), her
husband Ernst von Brasch and her brother Woldemar von Knorring took part in the race.
Maria von Brasch (1889) deserves a particular notice: she was one effitht car
owners in the city of Tartu. Her Panhard et Levassor acquired the registration number 2
of the city of Tartu in 1908, (number 1 was given to a Cyklonette tricycle purchased
from Feitelberg in Riga, owned I#®lexanderVagner, teacher in the faty of physical
education in the University of Tartd) One can imagine the amazing sight of this
beautiful and delicate young lady driving around the city of Tartu in a huge Panhard et
Levassor.
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Photo7.Ma r i
Street in Tartu

Photo8. Maria von Brasch; Dr Photo9. Left to right: Dr Edgar Terrepson,
Edgar Terrepson is arriving with a  Nikolai Kropotkinand AlexanderShuvalov.
walking stick.
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Maria was the owner dfuke Manor; she also owned a house at 36 Lai Street, Tartu,
which was later acquired by the University of Tartu. In 1909 she married Ernst von
Brasch, the owner of Ahja Manor. By the time of the race with her brother Woldemarr,
Maria was already a twtime car owner. Maria herself, her husband, Ernst Konrad von
Brasch (18841924) and hebrotherWoldemarvon Knorring(1891:1962) took part in
Mar i abds TsaeBelgiam dehideathe Miesse.

Among other Tartu people recorded in the photographs the neabphysician Edgar
Terrepson can be seen: he was also invited to the opening event at Raadi Manor. Edgar’
Anton Terrepson (18729 34) was the son of a V»ru a
studied medicine at the University of Tartu and subsequently wohlezd &s a private
docent specializing in skin and venereal diseases. Besides, he was the head of the city o
Tartu hospital of skin and venereal diseases. Terrepson was also a car owner: he had a
Apollo Piccolo 7/4 HP, a small car with a tweglinder engne. It should be noted that
this vehicle still featured on the list of vehicles registered in Tartu in 1926.

In addition to the participants from the Baltic provinces, people had arrived in Raadi
from St. Petersburg, the capital. Count Wladimir von li&weveden, Count Alexander
Shuvalov and Baron Nikolai von Wrangell had made the long journey in their cars.

Buxhoeveden had arrived in a powerful -8B Opel. Count WIladimir von
Buxhoeveder{18851944), born in Tapa Manor in Estonia, was a descenddaimuafus
Bishop Albert. He studied law at St. Petersburg, served as a titular councillor and the
official for special duties to the governor of St. Petersbirg.

He owned a grand apartment building located at the corner of Bolshaya
Dvoryanskaya and Bshaya Vulfova streets in St. Petersburg. Apart from his chauffeur
mechanic, he travelled with his wife Elisabeth and the Countess Olga von Kreutz.

Wl adi mirdés wife Countess EIlisabet h- Bel
1979) came from Polish nidity. Countess Olga von Kreutz (born Pistohlkors, 1888
1963) was married to EIlizabethoés brothe

officer for the Imperial Guard. The three brothers participating in the race, Rene, Gaston
and Arved TransehRoseneckve r e Ol gads cousi ns.

Ol gads parent s wer e Maj or Gel9dby adm Er |
Rutikvere manor, and the scandalous and sensational member of higher society Olga
von Pistohlkors (1864.929).

By the time the Victoria Race took pladelga was in a new marriage, this time to
Grand Duke Paul Alexandrovich Romanov (1868119), the son of Emperor Alexander
II. This marriage, being morganatic, caused the Grand Duke many problems. Like Cyril
Vladimirovich, his marriage meant that Paul Alegeovich lost all his rights as a
member of the Imperial family in 1902, and was forced to leave Russia with his wife. In
1908 Nicholas Il pardoned them and the Grand Duke was allowed to return home with
his family. By this time Paul and Olga had two daegh Natalia and Irina, and a son,
Vladimir. After their return the Czar granted to Olga and the children the title of Prince
and Princesses Paley. Construction of a residential building for the Princess and her
husband was started based on the projethefarchitect Karl Schmidt (186845) in
Tsarskoye Selo. The building was completed in 1914 and is now known as Olga Paley
Palace.

Reportedly the Paley / Pistohlkors family had close interaction with Rasputin.
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Photes 10,11 Bu x h 0 e v e-ldRe @pd.sWladirbir Buxhoeveden at the wheel; the
man in a uniform iPaul Meyendorffa member of the organizing committee &mel
Staff Captain of the Cavalry Regiment of the Imperial Guah# car has detersburg
registration plate, number 92.
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As for people with connections to th
Tsarist court, Baroness Elisabeth v
HoyningenrHuene (18941973), a courtier o
Czarina Alexandra F
be mentioned; she was registered as
passenger in Nikol a
family of Hoyningen-Huene was involved ir
Navesti, Lelle and Eidapere Manors
Estonia.

Baron Nikolai von Wrangell (1862927)
took part in the race in a Lorraine Dietric
The Wrangells were an aristocratic fam
belonging to the Estonian Knighthoo
Ni kol ainptke famous &eneral Pet
von Wrangell (1878928) is perhaps th
bestknown of them. By the time bein
discussed here, Nikolai von Wrangell was
colonel by rank, commander of the 1€
Irkutsk Hussar Regiment, and for years ¢ _
had been the adjutant ofheé Grand Duke : :

Mikhail Alexandrovich (18781918). Let it ' O° t2-NikolaiWrangell
be mentioned here that the Grand Duke Mikhail Alexandrovich also had to spend two
years in exile due to a morganatiarriage. While Nikolai von Wrangell wasmilitary
man, he had romantic inclinations, and in 1911 he authored a collection of poems.

Another passenger was listed in the car; this was Mrs. E. lvanenko, who was most
|l i kely the wife of Peter von Wrangell 6s
Several participants who had come from further away withdrew from the first stage of
the race, preferring to rest and prepare for the evening ball.

The first stage of the drive was divided into two parts:

1. RaadiKilgi -Kaarli-KoosaAlatskivi (40 versts);
2. AlatskiviKoosaKavastuLuunjaTartu-Raadi (46 versts).

Breakfast was awaiting the racers in Alatskivi CaStf& Visitors were received by
the evercheerful owner of the castle, Baron Heinrich von Nolcken Reinhold (1878
1953), who, alog with his ladies, organized an exciting excursion round the castle
premises. Resembling the splendid royal residence of Balmoral Castle in Scotland, the
building stands near Lake Peipsi, on the shore of Lake Alatskivi surrounded by a
beautiful park. The astle was built in the years 1886 after the design of Arved von
Nolcken (18451909).

After proper nourishment the racers started to make their way back, along a road
which took a broad soudasterly arc through Luunja back to Tartu.
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Alatskivi Castle.Pc. Photo 13. Heinrich
Reinhold Nolcken.

On the way from Kavastu to Luunja the drivers could enjoy beautiful views of the
Ri ver Emaj »gi . The biahaymakingwas undemvayr At uenja w e
Manor, which also belonged toettiNolckens, the racers were met by a horse rider on a

magnificent white horse. It was a beautiful girl in a ligbtoured dress, whose hair was

adorned with a daisy wreath. Fortunately, the engine noise of the passing cars did not

frighten the horse.

»

Dukeds <car
Road. On the right, by the road, there is the first photographed traffic sign on Est
roads indicating a bendy road; t hesof
the sponsor of the race Prowodnik tyre factory

A
Ll

PhotojéL.Thé |nis The Grand
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The racers got back around 5 pm; a gate of honour had been erected at the finish line
at the city boundary, a crowd of people of the city had come to watch the race, among
them a host of schoolboys.

It turned out that Count Berg in his Mercedes had been the best on the way to
Al at ski vi (40 versts in 40 minutes). On
fastest (46 versts in 45 minutes). Mr v
smallest car participating in the race, covered the road in only 55 minutes, about ten
minutes of which was spent on tyre regair

In Tartus everybody headed to the Germ
festive reception in honour of theapicipants of the race had been organized in the
garden.

Dorpat. Handwerkerverein. [0pbenn., Pemecrennoe Odmecrso.

s % = T e b

The building of the Ger man Artisans?o

The Postimeef 12J ul'y 1914 wr ot e: AThe returne
building of the @arMigiaStreetAWhen tbeaGrandDuke €Cyril e t
Vladimirovich and s noblewife arrived after the other participants, the brass band of
the Firemensd6 Society played Preobrazh
firemen, gave a report to the Grand Duk
Thereafter the Grand uke greeted the parading firemen, who jointly returned the
greeting. o

In honour of the visitors, carpets had been laid down at the entrance to the building
and the fa-ade was decorated with an ab
occasionof the visit of the Grand Duke, portraits of his parents, the Grand Duke
Vladimir Alexandrovich and Grand Duchess Maria Pavlovna, had been brought out.
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The society building was located in Tiigi Street between the current Tiigi Dormitory
and the Regisr ar 6 s Of fi ce. The building wiaps de
section of the street in the 1941 bombing.

The garden of the Artisans® Society 1is
(Estonian 6tiiké) is nwhadtldgavhertehevegter e
outdoor summer theatre in the garden.

After the greetings everybody went to the garden, where a tea table was waiting. After
tea the guests were offered champagne, and the theatre band performed a few concel
pieces. Grewimgk, the mayor, proposed a toast to the Grand Duke. After another piece of
music the guests went to the garden, where the Grand Duke planted two small lime trees
to commemorate the day

In order to find the trees planted by the Grand Dékeé, a r L22nel ai d,
from the University of Tartu, conducted a thorough investigation, during which the
parkbés flora was analyzed and a number
Unfortunately, the trees planted by the Grand Duke have ot foeind so far. The
initial assumption that the trees planted by him might have been the first trees of the
linden avenue surviving to this day was not confirmed. Dendrochronological analysis
showed that the avenue between Tiigi and Vanemuise Street®uveted around the
year 1860; this is precisely the time \
owner of the plot, and so when the trees were planted. It is possible that the trees in
guestion have been destroyed, but it is also conceivable thjauthalist describing the
events misidentified the species, and the trees planted were not limes but, for example,
cork trees. Two of those are growing in a small glade beside the linden parkway.

The festive event i n t he cuyrenatedewith tloef t
presentation by the city of Tartu of a magnificent punch goblet to the participants in the
Victoria Race.

TartuWooden BridgePc
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The Grand Duke thanked the hosts for t
guestsdrovée n al ong R ¢ ghe Wooded Bridgagnd up StoRetersburg Hill
to Raadi Manor.

At Raadi,Reinhold von Lipharshowed the guests his fabulous art collection; it was
considered the largest private art collection in the Baltic countries.dier oo create
better conditions for storing and displaying those treasures, several extensions had beer
added to the manor building. The result of this was an exceptionally beautiful manor
house in Nedrenaissance and N&aroque styles. The design of tmeerior was no
less breathtaking. Moving on from the entrance hall, one found a tastefully decorated
music room; the vast malachite vagigen as aift to countAlexander Benkendorff
(1781:1844) by Nicholas | and antique sculpturesanding along the wial made a
powerful impression. In the centre of the building there was a majestic dome, and in the
gal l ery beneath it Liphartés | ibrary of

Photol5.Li phart 6s 1912 Opel 8/ 20 HP. Rwi
Peeter Ni ki forov; on the back seat P
Reinholdbés daughter Mary Ernestine,

and Rei nheantadv&Emst Gathairdevon Manteuffel. The flag of the Ba
Automobile and Aero Club is flying on the car

At the end of the eighteenth century a palace garden with winding walkways was
located north of the manor centre. The second garden of descending terraces had bee
planted in front of the main buildingn the shore of the lake. In the 1840s, when the
manor house was once again rebuilt, the
new design concept was the work of the renowned German landscape architect Peter
Joseph Lenne (178B866), who in designg the park at Raadi followed the example of
royal parks in Prussia.
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Reinhol dés wife Anna and their diligen
their duty was to take care of the guests on the first day of the race.

Photo 16. The guests ithe yard of Raadi Manor. Left to right: Paul Gaston v
TranseheRoseneck, Felix von Mengden and Mary Ernestine von Liphart. Or
foreground the Liphartsdé dachshund,
(Lilia) Marie von Schilling. The young maand the lady are Reinhold Stael v
Hol stein and Liphartds el der daughte
Zvegintzov and his father Nikolai Zvegintzov, Governor of Livonia. In the backg:
the flag of the club can be seen flying on a &badker belonging tdlexanderSchoultz
von Ascheraden

A gala dinner was held in the evening in conjunction with an Italian night, which
followed; then there were fireworks, and a B&fl> The evening chill was especially
enjoyable after the la¢ of the day. Views from the terrace of the manor house over the
beautiful park gave a magical impression: the fireworks and their reflections on the
surface of the water were particularly enchanting in the twilight.

Crucial events took place in world lgics during the seven days of the race, which led
to drastic turns in history as well as in the lives of the participants.

The evening of the previous day, July0/23

At 6 pm the AustreHungarian ambassador presented an ultimatum to Serbia in
Belgp ad e, some of the demands of which er
The ultimatum had a deadline 48 hours later. During the late evening of the same day
the visit of the French -P34te Russtarcame Rary mo
end, andaround midnight the President left Kronstadt on the battlesaig-rance
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which headed towards Stockholm. It is possible that in order to complicate operative
communication between the heads of state of Russia and France, the filing of the
ultimatum was dteduled for the time of departure of the President, who was setting off
on a fourday sea voyage to his home country.

Photo 17 Kronstadt The battleshlpa France

The Morning of the first day of the Victoria Race

At 10 am, the Russian ForeidgMinister Sergei Sazonov (188®27) arrived at his
ministry, where the information about the ultimatum was confirmed. His first response
i s said t o have been, iltos a-Hurigariano p e a
Ambassador, Count FriedricB z a p(88691935) presented Sazonov a copy of the
ultimatum to Serbia. A heated debate follovied

At 3 pm a ministerial meeting took place on Yelagin Island in St. Petersburg. On the
agenda there were countaeeasures related to the ultimatum, including thesipigy
of the announcement of a partial mobilization. That would have meant mobilizing the
thirteen southernmost Military Corps (a total of 1,100,000 men) bordering Austria
Hungary, as well as the Black Sea Fleet. The possibility of partial mobilizzdiesed
debates. Plans only existed for a general mobilization, but this would have meant
immediate conflict with Germany.

The difference in the significance of mobilization orders in Russia and Germany
should hereby be clarified. While in Russia mataition did not at all necessarily mean
war and could easily be followed by demobilization, in Germany it automatically meant
the start of military action.

At 5 pm the decisions taken were sent to the Czar to be confirmed. Nicholas H (1868
1918) addedo the Black Sea Fleet the need to mobilize the Baltic Sea*Eleet
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Day 2 12/25 July
Tartu-P2rnu (188 1 versts)

On the night before the race, the participants signed up drivers and passengers for the
following day, to help with the earlierast in the morning. After light refreshments in
the early morning, the cars, one after another, left the beautiful manor park, leaving the
hospitable house behind.

The weather was overcast. From Tartu
Lustivere Manor, home to Leo von Wahl, was on the way, and there the racers were
welcomed with a victory arclf. Edward Leo von Wahl (1888965) was driving a 50
HP Mercedes. Leodbs wi f e-1966) &nd the Lady ofubisesie C
Manor, Alexandra* Mae Dorothea von Harpe (182827), were travelling in the car
as passengers. Perhaps the-kesto wn member of the Wahl f
uncle, the surgeon and medical professor Georg Eduard von Wahl-188G3
Between 1881 and 1885 he was Recfathe University of Tartu. In 1877 he, together
with a number of likeminded people, founded Tartu Psychiatric Hospital.

i}
o
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Photo18. Lustivere Manor. Photo19. Leo von Wahl.

The racers ar r i vHlinneeTeataiagf 15iJuly eRo»olrtt seadma af. C
participants in the motor race bearing the name of the Grand Duchess Victoria
Feodorovna, the |l eaders arrived in P»I|t:
drove on to Olustvere. The town was decorated with flags and two gatemair,
which the motorists drove through. Enthusiasts had begun waiting in the streets as early
as at 6 o06cl ock. Many peasants had gath
to see these great lords, for whom road works had been going on sinae gpr 0

In German newspapers one can read that there was, however, a short stop; namely, ir
their order of arrival , the racers were
built in 1272 by the Livonian Ablerdosmgsoon |
they rode on to Olustvere, where that de

Count Nikolai von Fersen (1858921) with his wife hosted the motorists in
Olustvere.Nikolai von Fersen was Blajor General in the Russian Imperial Court. For
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yeas he served as adjutant to Grand Duke Vladimir Alexandrovich, the son of his
godfather Emperor Alexander II.

Ollfr 3 % 4 i S —
Olustvere ManarPc. Photo20. Count Nikolai von Fersen attendir
a costume ball at the Winter Palad®03.

The Count belonged to the most influential automotive organization of the state
Imperial Russian Automobile Association (IRAO). He made his journeys to St.
Petersburg in his 2HP Benz. He owned two gorgeous houses in the capital, in
Milionnaya Street, the immediate vicinity of the Winter Palace. Together with Arved
Rosen and John Girard déoukanton,Nikolai von Fersenbecame welknown in
Tallinn for starting the horse tramwan 1888. His wife Sophia was the daughter of
Prince Dolgorukov. Her family owned more estates in Russia than the von Fersens in
Estonia; the grandest of them was the féalg-like Sofiyivka in Crimea.

After an invigorating breakfast the racers dran towards Viljandi. A light shower
meanwhile was refreshing and somewhat relieved theurdsgarable heat, reducing the
dustiness of the road. The participants soon arrived in Viljandi, where flags were flying
on the buildings and the streets of themowere lined with numerous spectators. The
cars moved through the town at a moderate speed, so that the procession of vehicle:
would be better viewable by the onlook&ts

From Viljandi, the racers travell bBed vi
local peasantry could often be seen by the roadside, cheerfully greeting the cars passinc
them. In the afternoon there was a heavy downpour, and the curvy roads between Abja,
N»mme and Pa@rnu became very slippehag. Tl
to proceed with cautioff.

In Tihemetsa, at the home manor of Heinrich von Stryk, another tastefully adorned
gate of honour could be admired. At Kilil§i» mme f i remen, | i ned
in their shiny polished helmets, played a fanfatee Tocal police officer in a full dress
uniform offered an impressive sight, sitting proudiyhis red horse asdh a throne.
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Photo21.A gate of honour at Tihemetsa ManNIkolal Wrwngelb lsorralneDletrlch
18/24 HPapproaching Writing on tre photo:The gate of honour, built for the grand
duke by the manor on the occasion of the car race. Best wishes.

Before P2rnu there was a Ilittle confus
road passed through a deep forest, where there avatenber of junctions, but there
were no milestones or signposts. Fortunately, after a minor adventure the right way was
found.

The first car arrived in the town at a
vehicle arrived in second place. Aligh many punctures had been incurred, every
participating vehicle arrived at the destination safe and sound. The motorists met a warm
reception: flags were flying and a gate of honour had been erected at the entry to the
city. A large crowd welcomed thogmrticipating in the race; besides the townspeople,
many enthusiasts had arrived from nearby villages and settlements.

In the evening a festive di BeaehrSalomdsse gi
known asthe Kurhaus or Kursaalln total 68 seats and a corresponding number of
crockery sets had been reserved for the participants in the race and their hosts. The door
were guarded by the police.
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Photo 22 Heinrich von Stryk. Photo 23 Oscar Brackmann

Theterrace of theestaurantvas open to the townspeopRernausche Zeitungf 11
July published a notice issued by the
banquet iyen at the Kunauson the occasion of the great event of 12 July, the public
would be allowed into the outdoor cafe of Beach Salompon presentation of tickets
bearing holdersd names. The tpemitedfToere o f
was a limited number of tickets and they could be obtained at the Police Government till
5 pm the same day.
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Heinrich von Stryk, a member of the club and the owner of Tihemetsa Manor gave a
festive address. Heinrich* Eduard Karl von Stryk (1-8238) stulied law at the
University of Tartu in 18911893, and was a member of Corporation Livonia. Later he
operated as District Ambassador and Judge of Peace. In 1905, he married Countes:
Emma* Charlotte Auguste Mellin (188827). He took part in the Victoria Bain a
Mercedes belonging to Hugo von Stryk, the owner of Taagepera Manor. He himself had
a 15/35 HP Opel. Previously he had owned a 7/17 HP Adler, which was later acquired
by Hugo von Stryk. The car was driven by a German, Heinrich Leopold Grahv.

After Heinrich von Stryk, Oscar Brackmann (184 27) , t he Mayor
a welcome speech and, on behalf of the
the Baltic Automobile and Aero Club; a beautiful floral bouquet was presented to Grand
Duchess Victoria®”.

The Parnu Volunteer FiremenoéupinBatoiteet v |
building; in their fancy uniforms and shiny helmets, the men made an excellent
impression. The Grand Duchess presented the firemen with a golddnfdintheir
flagpole to commemorate the visit.

The banquetroom had been tastefully decorated with abundant plant ornaments.
Electric lighting mounted onto ropes was enchantingly swaying in a light southwest
breeze. The spectacular fireworks displayrothe sea was particularly striking. The
banquet was followed by a dance. The party went off with a bang, and only after
midnight did the guests head for their place of accommodation.

That night the racers stayed at Audru Manor, located about teneasidrive from the
Beach Salon.

?i,,,.:‘ s

Audru Manor Pc o Foto 24 Adolf Pilar von
Pilchau

The motorists were kindly offered shelter by Baron Adolf Konstantiodklar von
Pilchau (18511925), Lord Marshal of Livonia and the owner of Audru Manor, who
since 1912 had been the representative of the Baltic Governorates in the State Council of
Russia.
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While the guests were preparing for rest, an urg
desp&ch arrived for Nikolai Zvegintzov, thi
Governor of Livonia. The Governor immediately I¢
for Riga on the steamshipKondor. Nikolai
Alexandrovich Zvegintzov (1848920) had been th
Marshal of Nobility in the Province of Vorone:
(18821888), Governor otmolensk (1902905) and
Governor of Livonia (1904.914). Photographs sho
that he travelled with his son Vladimir Zvegintz

- (18911973), who had studied in the Page Corps
‘ served in the regiments of the Imperial Guard.

Photo 25 Nikolai Z{/egintsov.

On the same day

At 11 am the second session of the Council of Ministers was held at Krasnoye Selo.
The meeting was chaired by Nicholas IlI. It was decided to prepare for mobilization in
case AustreHungarian troops crossed the Serbian bordee. THO st at e of pr
war 6 -mobopieati on pe®ioddé was announced

At 6 pm the deadline of the ultimatum filed to Serbia expired. Serbia responded to the
ultimatum, accepting the majority of points, but Austfiangary considered this
insufficient.

At 6.30 pm AustreHungarian ambassad@ies| von Gieslingen (186Q938)left
Belgrade, which meant the severance of diplomatic relations.

At 6.30 pm the Minister of War Vladimir SukhomlinoW 18481926 and the
Commander in Chief General Rdilai Yanushkevich(1868 1918) arrived at the
appointment with the Czar. Nikolai Il gave orders to start preparations for partial
mobilization.

At 8 pm a meeting of the General Staff of the army was held, where the measures to
be taken during the pmaobilization period were specified. The plan included the
declaration of a state of war in the Western fortresses, the recalling of officers from
leave, the return of troops from summer camps, as well as preparations for the
installation of mine barriermithe Baltic Sea. The praobilization period was set to
begin at midnight of the same day and to last for 24 Hdurs
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Day 3: 13/26 July
P 2 r-Traageper&angaste (163 versts)

The start was given around Ta te@ardhadadk o |
goall the wayback the way they had come.

The landscape gradually became more and more beautiful. Picturesque hills began to
emerge on the horizon, hiding mysterious forest lakes themselves in the valleys
between. The weather wagar and warm, but thankfully not too hot.

Local farmers were working in the fields: hay making and harvesting rye were
underway. Pretty sheaves of rye were emerging in the fields. Here and there one could
see heavily loaded horse carts. When peogle the cars rushing past, they waved in
the direction of the motorists.

i ',/m =
Pieter Buegel the eldefThe Harvesters

The images accompanying the racers, in golden yellow shades of sunlight in July
were reminiscent of the paintings of Bruegel. Near Kamara, waving gigantic blades just
like hands, a picturesque windmill towered. At its gag@tch blackhorse was standing
having brought a heavy load: grain scales.

On the way to Taagepera a |l ittle misha
Levassor. Suddenly the engine began to misfire. It was found that a clogged carburettor
was to blame; a lie stop had to be made to resolve the problem.

That dayés breakfast had been schedul e
became visible from afar; as it turned out, its height was 40 meters. It was said that the
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tower was built high so thahe lady of the manor could admire the sunrise and sunset
undisturbed.

agepera atl

The majestic Taagepera Casl
resembling a medieval fortress a
designed by architect Otto Wilde
(18731942), resembled an emisse
from distant pastin fact, the new
stone building was completed in 191
Previously the site had been occup
by a wooden manor house, which w
destroyed in a fire. According t
legend, the building had been bul
down by the castle ghost Doiiaa
young woman who sevdrdaundred
years earlier had been wallag in
the houseds foun

The guests were welcomed by t
founder of the castle and lord of tl
manor Hugo von Stryk and his wif
Anna* Sophie von Stryk (1872),
who was sister to Heinrich von Stryk

Photo 26 Hugovon Stryl%.
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Hugo* Ferdinand Bernhard von Stryk (186941) was an enterprising man with a
broad reach. He hadndét skimped in the ¢
the outer walls had been brought with horses from Riigaone could complain about a
lack of space: the castle had almost a hundred different rooms. The walls were covered
with different wallpapers in every room, and each room had its own name; dark stone
fireplaces were an interesting feature of the interio

The manor park was yet another attraction; among the manor parks ofEStatie
it was one of the biggest and richest in species. Nice shaded avenues led a visitor
through the park to the manor house.

Hugo was also a car enthusiast. In défertimes he owned three caran Adler 7/17
HP, which was later acquired by Oskar von Stryk; a Mercedes 10/25 HP, in which
Heinrich von Stryk took part in Victoria Race; and a Benz 10/30 HRwewed with
Alfred von Stryk, in which the latter particigt in the race.

Alfred* Georg Alexander von Stryk (187819), the owner of Sumie » pu Man o1
had studied law at the University of Tartu and was a member of the Baltic German
Corporation O6Livoni abd. I n 1905 he temarri
(18801966), who was his passenger during the race.

Alfred von Stryk had editedAutoTaschenbuch herausgegeben vom Baltischen
Automobit und AereClub( 6 Poc ket <car book published
Aero Cl ubd, Ri g aforindtoristy publishéden Ckarist Russia.g ui d

Alfred von Stryk. mber 30 |

The Stryks were among the first car ow
survive with Alfred von Stryk posing at Tihemetsa Manor with the 1B@glish
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Beeston Humber car (30 HP); also there
1905 Mercedes (45 HP) taken at the same manor.

Sitersy k s

v.on

Photo28He i nr i c h
wheel.

ryk®s Matihwe r

There were oflr auto enthusiastsmong the Stryks. Two cousins of Heinrich von
Stryk, Oskar von StryK1861?) from Laatre manor, and Cristoph von Stryk (1:8%4
from Lugagu Manor were also car owner s;

All five said Stryks: Heinrich, Hugo, Alfis Oskar and Cristoph had a common
greatgrandfather, Bernhard Heinrich von Stryk (1748 2 9) , t he P2r nu c

The landscape changedter Taagepera: ancient forests began there, full of mystery
and poetry. Among them, as on inhabited islgtspmed fields and cosy farm houses
were hiding.

Near T»rva a serious inci demheMagoataok vi n
place. He drove off the road, damaging the rear axle of his Benz; in consequence he hac
to relocate his passengers into other Cars

Franz* Adam Wilhelm von Hahn (1882 was a member of the Forestry and Land
Evaluation and Taxatio Committee for Friedrichstadt (Jaunjelgava) municipality in
Courland for the Ministry of the Economic affairs. He travelled with his wife Baroness
Jenny Anna Louise (1878). They ownedi r b emramgpein Courland. Baron von Hahn
succeeded, after a longugle, in getting the vehicle® move, but he continued the
race outside the competition.

Before Sangaste another breakdown stru
this time it was a puncture. Several other vehicles had problems with their tyres.

By the evening the racers had arrived in Sangaste. Count Friedrich Berg, Ermes
Bergds wife Erna, and other members of
castle®.
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Sangaste Castl®c. Photo 29 Reception at Sangaste. From
left: Ermes Berg, Grand Duchess \fidh,

This majestic building in its historicic GrandDuke Cyril the correspondent of
style gave a mighty impressioi RigagheZei t ung, Er mes
According to a legend, the founder of t (Alik) Berg, andErna Berg
castle Friedrich Berg had been inspirec
build such a magnificent castle by an unhappy love in his youth. The @Gished to
marry a beauti ful English countess, but
father hveodh 6gaigd,veélmy daughter to some R
prove his status, Friedrich Berg decided to erect a manor house which would not be
beneath comparison with the castles of English nobility. The building in the style of
Windsor Castle wasompleted in 1883; it was designed by a Baltic German architect,
Otto Pius Hippius (1824883).

Behind the castle there was a beautiful park, which consisted of two visually different
parts: the castle park and the forest park. The forest park wdsrbdrby a system of
ponds connected to each other by ditches. Various rare species of trees could be founc
there; some of them could only be seen in Sangastesdbea | | ed Pet er 6s
according to tradition, it was planted by Czar Peter I.

Sargaste manor had a phone connection as early as in 1896, and electricity in 1907.
Friedrich Berg (1848938) was a talented person of varied interests. He enjoyed
cabinetmaking, so a large part of the furniture of the estate was his own handiwork. The
Countwas interested in technical matters; he himself constructed an original threshing
machine and a potato harvest@dditionally, he was a successful plant and animal
breeder.
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Photo 30.Count Friedrich Berg (on the right) travelling in France. The mgh
was taken in 1903 near Biarritz after an eightdwur drive from Paris.

Count Ermes* Friedrich Berg (188®49), Chamber Junker at the royal court acted
as the seneschal Sangaste, and later was a representative of the Russian Red Cro
Society.

Just like the Stryks, Berg was one of the first car owners in Livohiare is a photo
dating from 1903 in which Friedrich Berg is making a tour in France in a Dairacqg.
ErmesBer s name by the time of the Vicarfori a
a 1908 Mercedes Simplex 25 HP with bodywork from the Leutner factory; a 1910 Ford
T 14/22 HP; a 1911 Dixi 10/20 HP; a 1913 Mercedes Knight 16/40, and a 1914 Minerva
9/20 HP.

He took part in the Victoria Race in a 1913 Mercedes 40 HP witm&mrd & Rossi
bodywork. In addition to the Baltic Automobile and Aero Club, Berg was a member of
the Baltic Automobile Club and the Imperial Russian Automobile Society (IRAO).
There were few car events in which Ermes did not participate. Three brotHers
Vilipp an dsededavithBergag drivefs

His wife Adele Ermese Ernestine (Erna*) (188245), and his uncle, General George
(Gora*) Erich Rembert von Berg (184992 0) travelled as pas
during the race.
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Phao 31 Ermes Berg. Photo 32 Georg Berg.

Gora had served as Flieghtljutant with the Emperor Alexander I, had taken part in
the FrancePrussian and Russour ki sh war s, and served as
retired with therank of major general, having received a number of awards. Wherever
he served, he always stood out with a particular sense of honor and bravery.

In the evening a festive dinner and a splendid ball were held. A number of visitors
had arrived both fronthe neighbourhood and the provincial capital, Riga. Most of the
participants were provided with accommodation at Sandaastie; some were hosted
by Alfred von Roth in Restu Manor and by Baron Carl* Stael von Holstein at Uue
Antsla Manor®.  Alfred* Nicolai Carl von Roth (1861935) was also a car owner; he
had a 1909 Ford HP 11/22 and was also a member of the IRAO.

Carl* Wilhelm Ludwig Stael von Holstein (187I1@36) was the Russian ambassador
in Peking, and then the Second Secretary of the Embaséd/ashington. His cousin
Alexander Wilhelm (1874.937) was a renowned orientalist and professor of Sanskrit,
also in Peking. He took part in the Victoria Race in his 20 HP Benz, with his wife
Helene* Emely von Holstein (1890068) as a passenger. Theabdmentioned Anna*
Jeanette Ai m®e St ael von Hol stein, wife
Their brother Reinhold Stael von Holstein was travelling as a passenger in Egon von
Wol ffdéds Benz.

Baron Reinhold* Wilhelm Stael von Holstein (1B2972) studied philology at the
University of Tartu and was a member of the Corporation Livonia. After university he
moved on to St. Petersburg, where studied at the elite Page Corps military academy.
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Restu Manorr.‘ Pc.

On the same day

In the morning Sazonov contacted the Austtongarian ambassador to find ways to
start direct negotiations between the countries. The primary objective was to get
AustrizHungary to soften its demands in the ultimatum to Serbia or toaxtee
deadline it had laid dowf.

At the same time a meeting began at the General Staff, to specify the secret measure:
to be taken in the pmmobilization period. Two draft documents were prepared at the
meeting for Nicholas Il to sign. The firgtrescribed the announcement of a partial
mobilization. However, as a fdilack solution the General Staff also prepared the
necessary documents for a possible general mobiliz&tion

At 3 pm Nikolai Essen (1860915), Admiral of the Baltic Fleet, reged to the
government his fleetoé s readiness for a i

Day 4: 14/27 July

SangasteJ aungul bene (a total of 155 1 verst

The drive started at 7 in the morning. The section of the road between Sangaste and
Jaunlaicene turned ota be the most difficult of the whole race. The road was almost
non-existent at times and on it one had to demonstrate very good driving skills. It was
the only section during the journey where suspicion arose whether it was actually
passable.

Severd vehicles had problems with their suspensions. A few versts before
Jaunl aicene the engine of Hermann von B!
out , t his was caused by the failure of
competition.

HermannAl exander Victor #?)vovmsBrlammer off 1 8H/o:
Valga district and the owner of Rucka, Dubinska and Zeklera Mdnohs 1907 he
published an idepth studyChr oni k des Geschl ecafansly de
chronicle). The cdraveler in his car was his wife Jeannette Mathilda Katharina*
(18781967) . Her manndés driver-2vas Wol demar
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Ph06 3é‘i¥| e f mann v n Br Photo 34Viadimir Radowz

¥

Photo 35Her mann v oG OpBly 82M MRvith Livonianregistration plate,
number 151Zvegintsov, the Governor of Livonia is pacing in front of the car
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Jaunl aicene Manor i s | oc adiEasdlatviapandisiane Al |
of the most beautiful country estates in Vidzeme. The manor buildings are built of
fieldstones and locally manufactured brick. While the main building was built without
arny excessive luxury, it is a very cosy family residence and extremely well adapted for
reception of guests. The Jaunlaicene manor park is approximately 9 hectares in size;
there are many grand old trees and several beautiful ponds. The manor had been in the
possession of the Wolff family for 170 years.

The Jaunlaicene manor parRc. Photo 36 Ralf von Wolff.

The head of the household, Baron Woldemar Eduard Ralf* Arthur von Wolff {1884
1930), had studied natural sciences at the University ofi Teatween 1907 and 1909,
and was a member of Corporation Livonia. He was a member of the BAAC, and his
vehicle was a 1913 Benz, 30 HP. In 1910 he married Edith Melanie Kara von Wolff
(18881928) in Riga.

¥ L™ . ol - .
Photo 37 From left Egon v on Wol HP.GEgon Welff)y ¥Vlad8nir Zd
Buxhoeveden, Nikolai Kropotkin
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Hiswi f eds brother Baron Egon von Wol ff
20 HP Benz. Egon* Viktor Adalbert Gottlieb von Wolff (188965) from Ropazhi
Manor was also an alumnus thfe University of Tartu and a member of Corporation
Livonia. Both Egon and Ralf had taken part in the second Victoria Race, which had
been held in Sweden in the previous year, where Egon had earned the tap frize
category he etavderireths raceEevwas hiséceusincWilhelm Reinhold*
Stael von Holstein.

In the afternoon, the drive continued in the direction of Gulbeme. IA1 T ks n e
magni ficent view unfolded on the Il eft o
thel ar gest , Pil ssala Island, the ruins of
the |l argest island in Lake AdrdivansDreeben,n 1

Master of the Livonian Ordelt was one of the biggest and most important strongholds
of theOrder.

Jaungulbene Castl€c. Photo 38 PéUI von Transehe
Roseneck.

In a number of places people had gathered by the side adgtiecheerfully greeting
the motorists. Driving further on towards Gulbene, the scenery because more graceful.
Hills emerged on the horizon, and the road became increasingly bendy.

The sky became ominously cloudy. Village folks bustling on the meadaxinchaut

their rakes and scythes aside, were hastily harnessing a horse in front of a cart heape
with hay. Slightly odelooking pale grey horse was sullenly staring at the load awaiting

it. Before the racers got to Gulbene, a downpour began. Lightnistgefiaand thunder
rumbled.

The grand Jaungulbene Castle was visible from afar. This mansion in the Gothic
Revival style was builin 1878. The property had belonged to the Transttwmenecks
for more than a hundred years.

Despite the stormy weatheg festive reception had been arranged in front of
Jaungulbene Manor house. A gorgeous gate of honour had been erected over the road
the people were dressed up and music was playing. Paul von Trétwsdreeck, the
head of the household had, despite tireential rain, appeared in front of the castle to
greet the guests.
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The whole TransehRoseneck family, including the ladies, were car enthusiasts.
Paul* Gustav Victor von Transeli®oseneck (1853928) and his three sons Arved,
Rene and Gaston weretac ve member s of BAAC. Al | t hr
the third Victoria Race. At least nine vehicles owned by the TrarlRekeneck family
are known?. These are a Panhard et Levassor Q, a road ca®GH; a Brennabor
torpedo 6/18 HP; two Humbera,12/20 and a 16/24 HP; two torpeoadied Opels of
14/30 HP; a Benz 14/30 HP runabout; and Mercedes 14/30 HP Limousine Landaulette.
The Panhard et Levassor 19/55 HP participating in the race deserves a special mentior
with its unique custorbuilt sports ar chassis built by Allemayer & Ko in 19%%

Photo 339The yard of ONi Manor, photo fr

photo. In the foreground there is a Panhard et Levassor Q, further back a Ht
16/24 HP; on the right by the wall there Brennabor 6/18 HP. the vehicle betwe
Panhard and Brennabor is probably a Humber 12/20 HP. Driver / mechanic
Sustenek is at the wheel; the man on with a top hat on the back seat is Arv
TranseheRoseneck with his daughter. Behind Arved fragis of another car can b
seen, but it is hard to identify him.

The driver of this v eRosendcle Hoowas helped byRa v ¢
driver and mechanic namedlexei Karyakin (1882?), who in the earlier second
Victoria Race had been theriver for Egon von Wolff. Gertrude von Transehe
Roseneck (1843919), aunt of Ar vedds wi f e Mar gpaWelf , a
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